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JOINT ASCONES AND REGIONAL AOSCA MEETING 


On March 19, 2002, the Maryland Department of Agriculture’s Turf and Seed Section 
hosted a joint meeting of the Association of Seed Control Officials of the Northeastern 
States (ASCONES) and of the seed certifying agencies of the Northeastern States. 
ASCONES President Joe Garvey (PA) called the joint meeting to order. State officials in 
attendance were Lisa Jones (DE); Malcolm Sarna, Roger Burton, Lois Capshaw, and Dale 
Morris (MD); Bill Nastyn (NY); Steve Binns (VA); and Charles Dransfield and Marjorie 
McCutcheon (WV). Association of Official Seed Certifying Agencies (AOSCA) President 
Richard Arnett attended. President Drew Kinder represented the American Seed Trade 
Association (ASTA). Executive Director John Baylor and Vice-President Gil Barber of The 
Atlantic Seedsmen’s Association (ASA), a seed industry group, also attended. Seed 
Regulatory and Testing Branch personnel present were Dr. Richard Payne, Don Dreyer, 
Jonathan Farmer, Jeri Irwin, Harold Laswell, and Linda Vanderhoof. 


Each of the organizations reported on the status of their program and concerns that they 
face. Budget and personnel considerations remain critical problems for nearly all of the 
organizations. Maryland and Pennsylvania are already in the process of trying to 
incorporate into their seed laws changes that have been made in the Association of 
American Seed Control Officials’ (AASCO) Recommended Uniform State Seed Law 
(RUSSL). Several supervisory changes were reported in the States. John Bates is the new 
Program Supervisor for Virginia, replacing Jay Crane who has retired. Tom Brand is the 
new Director of West Virginia’s Regulatory and Environmental Affairs Division. Malcolm 
Sarna is retiring from Maryland effective April 1. ASTA and ASA are also undergoing 
personnel changes. Drew Kinder’s term as president of ASTA is nearing its end and Sonny 
Beck will take his place. On April 15, Dr. Richard Crowder will become ASTA’s Chief 
Executive Officer, replacing Dean Urmston who left last November. Dr. Baylor plans to 
retire from ASA at the end of the year. 


Following the overview of the programs, the certification officials left the group meeting to 
convene separately to discuss certification issues. Richard Payne attended a portion of 
this meeting to discuss the revised instructions and questionnaire for use by AOSCA when 
evaluating member agencies for compliance with the certification procedures and standards 
in the Federal Seed Act Regulations. 


The primary item on the ASCONES’ agenda was the RUSSL changes and how they can 
best be implemented in actual seed laws in an effort to increase uniformity among the 
various laws. In recent years, RUSSL has been amended to include additions such as 
arbitration wording, combination product labeling, changes in test dates for cool season 
grasses, germination standards for vegetable seeds, undesirable grass seed labeling, sell-by 
dates, and relabeling regulations. Some States have already moved to implement changes 


to their seed laws. 


The concept of 3-part purity labeling was discussed at length. The basic difference 
between the 4-part labeling commonly used in the United States and 3-part labeling is that 
the other crop seed component and weed seed component are combined. Outside of the 
United States, 3-part purity labeling is commonly used. 
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The ASCONES participants discussed soybean mislabeling problems where seed labeled to 
be one variety was actually a mixture of varieties. Another problem is the failure of 
companies to recognize that traits such as hilum-color, flower-color, and hypocotyl-color 
are uniform within a variety and when they vary it is clearly indicative of a varietal mixture. 
The group also discussed the best regulatory procedure to follow involving chain stores 
that reship seed from central warehouse locations into other States. Mail delays 
concerning the anthrax problem and mail directed to Federal offices were also covered. 


The last major item on the agenda was ASCONES’ future as a result of budgetary problems 
and personnel issues. Several of the ASCONES States have also joined the southern 
association since ASCONES rarely has a quorum present at the AASCO national meeting. 
The situation unfortunately leaves States that cannot attend meetings voiceless on issues 
that may have importance for them. 


INTERNATIONAL SEED TESTING ASSOCIATION ACCREDITATION 


The Seed Regulatory and Testing Branch (SRTB) has been re-accredited by the 
International Seed Testing Association (ISTA). The scope of accreditation includes 
sampling and testing carried out using ISTA Rules in our service-testing program. Service 
testing is the voluntary, fee-for-service, seed-testing program authorized by the Agricultural 
Marketing Act. The ISTA accreditation does not involve testing and other regulatory 
activities carried out under the Federal Seed Act. The U.S. Government was a charter 
member of ISTA, and SRTB has continuously maintained its status as an accredited 
member. The re-accreditation is valid for three years, starting from June 4, 2001. This 
ISTA accreditation does not change U.S. policy of not issuing ISTA certificates for 
agricultural and vegetable seed. 


SERVICE-TESTING FEE INCREASE 


Effective April 15, 2002, the rate for testing and issuing Federal Seed Analysis Certificates 
will be $52 per hour. The voluntary seed inspection program is conducted as authorized 
by the Agricultural Marketing Act (AMA). The fee increase ensures that the program is self 
supporting as required by the AMA. 


In addition to the hourly rate increase for testing and issuing certificates, the cost of 
issuing duplicate certificates has increased from $11.10 to $13 per certificate. Duplicate 
certificates should be requested at the time the sample is submitted. Any additional 
certificate besides the original and two copies issued to the applicant (customer to be 
billed) is considered a duplicate. Preliminary test reports will be issued upon request fora 
fee of $13. 


Further information about submitting samples for the testing service can be found on the 
Seed Regulatory and Testing Branch Web site at 


(http://www.ams.usda.gov/Isg/seed/servicetesting.htm). 
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LABELING PURE SEED AND OTHER CROP SEED OF AGRICULTURAL HYBRIDS 


Under the Federal Seed Act Regulations heading “Labeling Agricultural Seeds,” in Section 
201.11a Hybrid, is the statement: “The percentage that is hybrid shall be at least 95 
percent of the percentage of pure seed shown unless the percentage of pure seed which is 
hybrid is shown separately.” This means that when labeling seed of agricultural hybrids, 
such as corn, the percentage of pure seed would be the percentage of corn seed, provided 
at least 95 percent of the pure seed is hybrid seed of the labeled seed kind. In this case, 
out-crosses and selfs would be considered part of the pure seed while other crop seed 
would consist of other kinds of seed. Section 201.11a allows a five percent “fudge 
factor” to account for unintended selfs and out-crosses during hybrid seed production. 
The other labeling option would be to label the actual percentage of hybrid seed of the 
labeled variety with the remaining pure seed labeled as other varieties. 


If the pure seed is less than 95 percent hybrid but more than 75 percent hybrid the 
percentage of pure seed that is hybrid must be shown or the statement: “Contains from 
75 percent to 95 percent hybrid seed” can be shown on the label. Seed cannot be labeled 
as hybrid if it is less than 75 percent hybrid. 


For an explanation of labeling other crop seed in non-hybrid agricultural seed, please see 
“Are You Sure It’s Other Crop Seed?” on page 3 of the Winter 2002 edition of the “Items 


of Interest in Seed Control” (http://www.ams.usda.gov/Isg/seed/winterO2.pdf). 


NOXIOUS-WEED SEED LIST AND REGULATIONS ON OUR WEB SITE 


The 2002 edition of “State Noxious-Weed Seed Requirements Recognized in the 
Administration of the Federal Seed Act” is now on our Web site 


(http://www.ams.usda.gov/Isg/seed/nox02.pdf). We are no longer mailing paper copies of 
this publication unless specifically requested. 


We have changed our listing of the Federal Seed Act Regulations so that it is now a link to 
the Code of Federal Regulations 


(http://www.access.gpo.gov/nara/cfr/waisidx 02/7cfr201 O2.html). 


We also want to remind you that we have a subscription service on our Web site. If you 
subscribe to the service you will receive an e-mail notification when new material is 
posted. If you try this service and wish to unsubscribe later, you may also do that at the 
Web site. We have had several positive comments from our customers regarding this 
reminder service. 


CATJANG vs. COWPEA 


Recently we received a complaint on seed labeled “CATJANG COWPEAS.” When no 
reference is made on the label as to variety or kind, we consider this type of labeling to be 
“Variety: Catjang” and “Kind: cowpea.” “Catjang” is the common name for Vigna 
unguiculata (L.) Walp. subsp. cylindrica (L.) Verdc. and not a cultivar name for cowpea. 
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The catjang seeds in our herbarium collection range in color from cream, brick red, to 
black. There is a variety of ‘Buff’ catjang, presumably named after the color of the seeds 
(Morse, W.J. 1947. Cowpeas: Culture and Varieties. USDA Farmers’ Bulletin No. 1148). 
Catjang is a kind of seed that is not subject to Federal Seed Act (FSA) requirements. 


“Cowpea,” however, is a kind of seed that is subject to the FSA. Since the seed was 
labeled as being “cowpea,” this shipment was subject to FSA requirements. The shipment 
was found to be falsely labeled as to kind, because the seed in the bag was catjang not 
cowpea. 


MAIL SECURITY 


Due to increased security measures being taken with the mail at the USDA Beltsville 
Agricultural Research Center (BARC), the Seed Regulatory and Testing Branch is 
experiencing delays of a week or more in the delivery time for incoming mail. Although 
mail sent to BARC is not being irradiated, it is being quarantined and tested for anthrax 
contamination before being released for delivery. This applies equally to the Priority Mail 
and Express Mail services of the U.S. Postal Service. UPS, FedEx, and other courier 
services are not being delayed; therefore, time-sensitive deliveries should use these 
services. 


FEDERAL SEED ACT CASE SETTLED 


The following case was settled administratively under the Federal Seed Act on 

February 27, 2002. Under the administrative settlement procedure, the Seed Regulatory 
and Testing Branch and the firm agreed to settle the case for the amount specified, with 
the firm neither admitting nor denying the charges: 


>» Pennington Seed, Inc., Madison, GA, has paid $39,350 for a case involving 71 seed 
shipments. The alleged violations, while not the same for all shipments, were false 
labeling as to purity, variety name, germination percentage and test date; failure to 
test for germination within the prescribed period prior to interstate shipment; false 
labeling of noxious-weed seeds and their presence in excess of state’s limits; 
presence of prohibited noxious-weed seeds; failure to show the presence of 
noxious-weed seeds and the rate of occurrence; failure to show the required 
information for a seed component in a mixture; mislabeling the identification of the 
shipper; placement of relabels (considered advertisements) having false information 
on to previously shipped seed; and failure to keep required records, including those 
establishing the variety name. Seed regulatory officials in Alabama, Arizona, 
Florida, Georgia, Illinois, Indiana, Kentucky, Maryland, North Carolina, Ohio, 
Oklahoma, Pennsylvania, Texas, and Virginia cooperated in the initial sampling and 
inspection. 
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RYEGRASS FLUORESCENCE LIST 


The Association of Official Seed Certifying Agencies National Grass Variety Review Board 
(NGVRB) issued a memorandum dated March 26, 2002, updating their ryegrass 
fluorescence list. They added 15 varieties and experimental varieties of perennial ryegrass: 
Brightstar SLT, Cinderella, Covet, Easy Livin’, Ecologic, Elfkin, FPT (Integra), High Life, MB 
411 (Splendid), MB 412 (Gallery), MB 413 (Summerset), PST-2BR (Citation Fore), Quick 
Trans, Racer 2, and Rutgers 8000 (Inspire). 


The perennial ryegrasses Magic Il and Vail have been accepted for certification as varieties. 


Perennial Percent Perennial Percent 
Ryegrass Varietal Ryegrass Varietal 
VarietyName_———CCC*Filtrescernce _—s'VarietyName_——sCC«éQFlulorescence 
246 0.27% Brightstar 1.79% 
2CB 1.97% Brightstar II ° 2.24% 
856 0.87% Brightstar SLT 0.55% 
89-90 Zel5%s Buccaneer 7.44% 
90-14 ' 7.12% Buccaneer II 5.48% 
96-KSOS-L-1-PR-WVPB-C-24'6.50% CIS-MBH 1.27% 
A+ 6.23% C-21 6.28% 
Academy 253370 Caddieshack 1257.6 
Accent 0.56% Caliente 0.74% 
Accolade 4.83% Calypso 1.29% 
Accord 4.08% Calypso II 0.47% 
Achiever 0:93% Catalina 3.18% 
Admire 2S 1G Cathedral 0.85% 
Advent 0.14% Chaparral 1.62% 
Affinity 0.77% Charger Il ° 0.54% 
Affirmed 2.59% Charisma 2.39% 
Agresso 2.00% Chatham ° 2.11% 
AllSport 0.92% Churchill 2.93% 
All* Star 0.47% Cinderella 1.59% 
Allaire Il 1215 % Citation Ill 0.96% 
APM 0.59% Commander 1.02% 
Aquarius 0:97% Covet 2.71% 
Archer 1.51% Cutter 1.65% 
AISeA.P: 1.42% Dancer 0.78% 
Ascend 3.09% Dandy 2.00% 
ASP410 0.18% Delaware Dwarf 2.60% 
Assure 0.72% Derby Supreme 2.85% 
Bayou ' Lcskeaye Dillon 4.14% 
Bedford 1.40% Divine 3.09% 
Bella 0.65% DS95-201 (Enchanted) ' 1.12% 
Blackhawk e770 Easy Livin’ 1.50% 
Blazer III 1etS Yo Ecologic 1.49% 
Boardwalk 27206 Edge 173% 
Breeze 1.57% Elegance 1.51% 
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Perennial Percent Perennial Percent 


Ryegrass Varietal Ryegrass Varietal 
Variety Name__—CéWFlutorescence ——ss«Variety Name __—_————_—s«éFlulorescence 
Elf 0.75% MB 412 (Gallery) ' 0.83% 
Elfkin 0.89% MB 413 (Summerset) ' 0.41% 
Elite 4.84% Monterey 2.64% 
Envy 0.22% Monterey II 1.94% 
EP39 (Pronto Il) ' L3h0% Morningstar 0.87% 
Equal 1.98% MP5 (PDQ) ' 4.65% 
Esquire ' 3.10% Mulligan 1.86% 
Evening Shade 1.17% Navajo ° 0.37% 
Exacta 122% Newlinn 5.85% 
Excel * 1.53% NightHawk 1.39% 
Express 4.00% Nobility 7.53.% 
Extreme 32% Nomad 1.03% 
Fiesta Il ° 1.14% Nova 1.00% 
Fiesta 3 1.02% Omega 3 0.73% 
FPT (Integra) ' 0.12% Omni 0.51% 
Galaxy 1.9% Pageant 2.22% 
Gator 0.88% Pageant II ' 3.32% 
Gator Il 2.50% Palmer 1.04% 
Gettysburg 2.74% Palmer II 8 ko er, 
Goalkeeper 0.82% Palmer III 0.23% 
Greenland 1.20% Panther 1.18% 
Grimalda 2.00% Paragon (MML, TMI-MML)' 0.88% 
Headstart 2.09% Passport ° 1.06% 
High Life 1.59% Patriot II 0.42% 
Imagine 1,80% Pearl 1.86% 
Jet 0.84% Pegasus 2.41% 
Jiffie 6.06% Pennant 0.50% 
Laredo 0.53% Pennant II 1.63% 
Legacy 0.37% Phantom 2a19C6 
LF-100 (Continental) ' 5.88% Pick Lp Q-93 ' 6.44% 
Lindsay 1.72% Pleasure 4.09% 
Line Drive 2:72% Pleasure XL 1.11% 
Linn 5.00% PR8820 0.79% 
Lowgrow ° tesla Prelude 1.72% 
Lowgrow Il 1300 Prelude II 2.25% 
LRF-94-C8 ' 0.64% Prelude III 0.59% 
Lynx 4.19% Prizm 0.71% 
MB 49 (Nexus) | 2.01% Prosport 1.36% 
Magic D1 Protocol 4.30% 
Magic II 1.36% Protocol Il ' 5.28% 
Majesty 1,.59:% Prowler 0.21% 
Manhattan II ° 0.65% PST-2BR (Citation Fore) ' 0.13% 
Manhattan 3 ° 0.88% Quickstart 0.18% 
Mardi Gras 1.07% Quick Trans 0, Wh 
MB 411 (Splendid) ' 0.89% R2 1.25% 
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Perennial Percent Perennial Percent 
Ryegrass Varietal Ryegrass Varietal 
VarietyName___—CéWFluorescence —_—ssSVariety Name __—_—————C«éFluorescence 
Racer 12306 Tove 17.48% 
Racer 2 0.18% Twister 6.85% 
Regency 0.99% Vail 0.82% 
Repell O33% Vantage 2.19% 
Repell II ° 1.56% Vibrant ' 4.30% 
Repell III 0.80% Vivid 1.24% 
Reveille 2.00% Wilmington Onis 
Riviera 0.58% Wind Dance Tel 7% 
Riviera Il 1.08% Wind Star 0.47% 
Roadrunner 2.53% Wizard ° 2.57% 
Rodeo Il 2.47% WVPB-PR-C-2, C-2 ' 8.65% 
Rosalin 3.26% WVPB-93-KFK ' 3.84% 
Rutgers 8000 (Inspire) ' 0.38% WVPB-PR-Koos-95-9 
Saturn Il 0.85% (Breeze II) ' 6.85% 
Seville ° 0.33% WVPB-PR-RS-2 ' 1.59% 
Sherwood 1.08% WVPB-XB-2 ' 26.71% 
Shining Star 0.10% WVPB-XP-6 ' 21.69% 
Sonata 120% Yorktown Ill 1.42% 
SR 4100 ? O73/% 
SR 4200 0.34% Annual Percent 
SR 4500 (SRX NJPR, Ryegrass Varietal 
SRX 4NJPR, SRX 4500) ' 0.24% Variety Name Fluorescence 
Stallion Select 22310 
Stallion Supreme ietovd Florida 80 98.89% 
Stardance 1.90% Grazer 99.78% 
Statesman 1EZI6 Gulf 99.02% 
Statesman Il 8.42% Jackson 98.80% 
Sunshine 2.65% Magnolia 7 = 
Target ° 3.28% Marshall 96.00% 
Tonga Tigo3 Passerel Plus 98.83% 
TopGun 11590 Rio | 98.97% 
Top Hat 0.77% Surrey 98.91% 
Topeka 2.34% TAM 90 98.45% 


' Experimental Designation and/or Variety. 


2 Exempt from varietal fluorescence testing calculations. 


3 The NGVRB is now listing OECD synonym names. These names are not acceptable for 
sale in the United States and are included for informational purposes. The variety and its 
OECD synonym shown in italics are: Brightstar Il-Po/arstar, Charger \l-Fairway, 
Chatham-Catia, Excel-Romadera, Fiesta |I-Pickwick, Lowgrow-Lex86, Lowgrow Il- 
Sunbright, Manhattan \I-Numan, Manhattan 3-7riman, Navajo-Comanche, 


Passport-Romeo, Repel \l-Verdi, Seville-Leonardo, SR4100 


Wizard-Sardinero. 


-Athena, Target-Libra, and 
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The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and 
activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, disability, 
political beliefs, sexual orientation, and marital or family status. (Not all prohibited bases 
apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for 
communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD). 


To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, Room 
326-W, Whitten Building, 14th and Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250- 
9410 or call 202-720-5964 (voice or TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and 


employer. 


Items of Interest in Seed Control--Spring 2002 
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